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It can feel really confusing what to wear to work --

especially at this particular moment in time. In some ways

it's always been hard -- even when I graduated law school, it

felt daunting trying to fit in at my Wall Street firm when I'd

always been a free spirit. So I started the blog, Corporette,

and after MANY years and many discussions with our

amazing community of professional women readers, I think

I've boiled it down: this is the best checklist you'll find for

what to wear to work at a conservative or semi formal

office. 

If you're curious for particular product suggestions, check

out our frequently updated lists of Wardrobe Essentials, at

https://corporette.com/wardrobe-essentials-for-work/. 

Hello!

Kat Griffin
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Work Wardrobe Checklist
If you're just starting at a new office.. . 

INTERVIEW SUIT
Great to wear on your first day, and lets you get the lay of the land before
you pick out more outfits.

A GENERAL NOTE
Go conservative until you know your office. There are big differences in
office culture among workplaces, including geographically. Consider these
items on your DO NOT WEAR list until you see a mid-level wear them:

Any item that makes noise — think flip-flops, tons of bracelets, etc. 
Sleeveless looks not layered under a blazer or cardigan,  
 particularly those with spaghetti straps that show your bra straps.
(In general, beware any top requiring a "special bra.")
Sandals
Shorts, rompers (Jumpsuits can be questionable at some offices,
so tread carefully!)
Denim, or items cut like denim (5-pockets)—if denim IS 
 acceptable at your office, be cautious of ripped denim, very light
washes, or details like raw edges or distressing.
Lace or sheer clothing.
Any item that can be worn to the gym (sneakers, leggings, large
shapeless T-shirts).
Anything too short, tight, or low-cut (skirts should be closer to your
knees than mid-thigh and not have dramatic slits).
Maxiskirts or maxidresses, barring a good reason, e.g., religious
practices.



2–4 PAIRS OF PANTS IN NEUTRAL COLORS
Look for lightweight ones for summer from Uniqlo, Nic & Zoe, and Express.

2–4 MACHINE-WASHABLE BLOUSES OR "POLISHED T-SHIRTS"
Like the Caslon ballet-neck top (at Nordstrom).

1 PENCIL SKIRT (IT'S A GREAT BASIC!)
J.Crew has good ones, and Macy's Alfani styles are often really affordable.

1 BLAZER (TO WEAR AS A SEPARATE)
In a neutral like white or black—J.Crew's Going Out blazer works great.

1–3 NEUTRAL SHEATH DRESSES
Look to M.M.LaFleur, Theory, Talbots, Ann Taylor, or Boss for good basics.

1–3 SHEATH DRESSES (OR PANTS) IN FUN COLORS
Lands' End has been a favorite for their ponte dresses.

1 SWEATER BLAZER
Wear when the A/C is blasting—look to J.Crew or M.M.LaFleur.

1–3 PAIRS OF CLOSED-TOE HEELS OR FLATS
Marc Fisher LTD or Cole Haan both make affordable heels. Rothy's and
Sam Edelman make affordable flats; if you want more of a splurge, look
to Ferragamo or AGL. (Give your shoes at least a 24-hour break before
wearing them again).

IN A MORE CASUAL OFFICE:
Less structured cardigans can be a great third piece.
Less structured dresses can work.
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Wear-To-Work Basics
The essentials.. .



Building a Work Wardrobe
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A LIGHTWEIGHT BUT LARGE TOTE BAG
Readers love Lo & Sons, Cuyana, Dagne Dover, and Lodis. Note that
backpacks are inherently more casual; a convertible backpack might be
best for a new job.

Accessories

A WATCH OF SOME SORT
It conveys that you're responsible. Your phone does not count.

1–3 SETS OF NON-DANGLY EARRINGS
Or, at least, earrings that don't move around too much when you shake 
your head. You want the focus on your words, not your accessories.

NECKLACES TO LOOK FOR:
Round Necklace (16–18")—wear it with scoopnecks, crewnecks, and cowl
necks. You can use it to raise the neckline or add color to your face.
(Pearls are a classic here, even if they're fake).
Pendant Necklace (16–18") — wear it with V-necks, collared shirts, and
wrap shirts. Kendra Scott's Elise pendant is very popular. You can layer
necklaces here if you like.
Long Necklace (26–32")(round or pendant)— wear it with higher-
necked pieces like boatnecks, crewnecks, and turtlenecks.

FANCIER HAIR CLIP (IF YOU HAVE LONG HAIR)
J.Crew and Ann Taylor have a ton of basics. Ficcare's clip (at Nordstrom)
has been a reader favorite for ages.
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1–3 T-SHIRT BRAS
Ones that fit well and don't leave lines under clothes—ideally at least one is
nude-for-you.

A CAMISOLE OR DEMI-CAMISOLE
Great to raise the neckline of a lower-cut dress or top and layer under
gaping things like wrap dresses (a plain one, not sheer or lacy). I've always
argued a plain white or black one is more versatile than a nude-for-you
camisole.

SLIP SHORTS
For summer... a reader favorite under skirts—Jockey slip shorts for comfort
without compression; Spanx or Yummie if you want compression.

Undergarments

 

 

(Who else will tell you this stuff?)

 

 

 

THONG
Consider having at least one thong or pair of underwear that does not
show visible panty lines if you want a smooth look under clothes, but this
is really your preference. (Soma makes some great no-VPL panties). 

Building a Work Wardrobe



You probably don't need to purchase these, but we thought we'd 
add them to the list as you're taking stock of your wardrobe.  

 

Clothes & Accessories to Keep at the Office
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COMFY PANTS
For when you're working late—great for days when you want to change out
of a suit or dress. Yoga pants or joggers are the classic here, but jeggings
could also work.

WORKOUT CLOTHES
In case you can get in a midday workout—if you're a "sports bra and short
shorts" kind of girl, you may want to go more conservative and wear a T-
shirt and shorts with more coverage.

PAIR OF SNEAKERS
In case of emergency (don't forget socks!); old ones are fine.

EYEGLASSES 
If you wear contacts, consider keeping an extra pair of eyeglasses at the
office—helpful for late nights. You can use an old pair, or there are a ton of
super affordable ones online.

PLAIN BLACK WRAP OR SCARF
Helpful to use as a layer if it's freezing in the office; you can also lay it
across your lap and sit more comfortably if your skirt or dress is tricky. I've
even used it for a layered-blouse look when I've worn a new dress or top
and been surprised by how low cut it was.

BASIC SUIT
If you're in a very conservative office (or one where there are Very
Conservative moments like court or meetings with VIPs), keep a basic suit
at the office and anything you need to wear with it—pantyhose, blouse, etc.

Extras


